R-anuy

Mr. John T. Rhine, Beeretary-Treasurer
Box 41
Hays, Xansas 67601

NMonger, President

5t 12th Street

Kansas 67660

gene Lyon, First Viee-President Mr. Thomas Witty, Editor
Kansas State Historical Society
10th and Jackson Street
Topeka, Kansas 66612

NEWSLETTER

Volume 14, Number 6 February, 1969

THE 1968 ARCHEOLOGICAL WORK AT FORT HAYS AND FORT SCOTT

by
Thomas P. Barr

Fort Hays

- From June through August of 1968, the archeological division of the Kansas
Ta?e Historical Society conducted the third field season at Oid Fort Hays (1867-
1889). This season started with the continuation of excavating foundation re-
mains for the offlcers' quarters. Four foundations were uncovered in addition to
wo. cellars and two pit toilets. These foundations were basically T~shaped in
outline and constituted the last of the major features for officers' row. Three

he four foundations were of the same ground plan measuring 41 by 20 feet for
e {iving area and 32 by 16 feet for the dining room annex located to the rear
the living area. The tenth and last foundation to be excavated on officers’
was that of the bachelor officers’ quarters. This structure exhlbited the
~general outline as did the regular officers quarters, however, it was larger
real extent. The area for the living room measured 48 by 16 feet with the
ning room having dimensions of 32 by 32 feet.

Two cellars uncovered durlng the course of the fieldwork were located under
he kitchen~ ~dining room areas. The first was beneath house site five, the com-
ing officer's quarfers. The Interior area of the celliar was comparatively
arge measuring 22 and one-half feet by 15 feet with a depth of five and one-half
ggf. At each of the four corners were square limestone slabs which served as
tud- supports for the kitchen floor. On the central north-south axis were three
additional slabs for supports. Earth walls were on three sides with a brick and
limestone wall being found on the east. The entrance to the cellar was from the
] ide. Remnants -of coursed brick located 1n the center of the east wall were
that remained of the entrance. The second excavated cellar was under the
'chen complex of house site six. Thls cellar was smaller than the commanding
fficer's cellar with the measurements being 11 by 8.7 feet. The maximum depth
for. the cellar was 4.7 feet. Entry into this cellar was by a trap door in the
itchen area. The last features to be excavated on off icers row were two rec-
tlar shaped pit toilets., These plis had siraight insloping walls with a flat
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After the completion of the excavations on officers row, investigations were
initiated on the enllisted mens' barracks. Origlnally there were four barracks.
Two were on the north side of the parade ground, one on the east, and one on the
west., The two foundations on the north side of the parade ground were destroyed
when U.S. Highway 40 was constructed. Remains of the east barracks were parti-
ally destroyed when a blacktop road was constructed to the old location of the
Fort Hays gotf and country club. Concentrated trenching in the area of the west
barracks located one footing and severail plliar supports for floor Joists. AT
The rear of the structure, in the area of the kitchen, an ash filled feature was
uncovered. This feature was rectangualr in general outlline and basin-shaped in
vertical cross-section. The walls and floor were covered with a zinc coated
metal sheeting., This feature probably served as a retainer for coal waste and
ash from the kitchen stoves. A small rectangular-shaped pit toiletf was excavated
to the rear of the barracks.

Upon the completion of the west barracks, investigations were initiated in
The area of the east barracks. The kitchen-dining room complex indicated by
three sets of floor supports were all that remained of the structure. No addi-
Tional features were uncovered in association with that structure.

One well, a clstern, and ftwo hospital latrines were the last features tfo be
uncovered during the course of the season.

Fort Scotit

The initial season at the site of Old Fort Scott was begun in May, 1968,
The site lies on the north side of the present day town of Fort Scott in Bour-
bon county, Kansas. The fort was originally established in 1842 as a dragoon
outpost and was used until 1853 when it was abandoned by the army. It was again
occupied during the Pro-Slavery and Free-State confiicts of the 1850's. During
the Civil war, Union soldiers used the fort again and constructed additional
buildings. The last military use of the fort took place in the late 1870's
during the raliroad strikes. Fort Scott is now a National Historic landmark.
It is currently in the process of being restored under Nationa! Park Service
direction utilizing Federal funds granted to the city. The archeological div-
ision of the Kansas State Historical Society in cooperation with the National
Park Service conducted intensive archeological Investigations during the spring
and fall of 1968 and for a short period of time in January of 1969.

For the first two weeks in the month of May, 1968, work was carried out in
the south part of Carroll Plaza. This area originally served as the parade
ground for the fort. Two structures, the powder magazine and welicover consti-
tuted the primary features of the parade ground. An additiona! feature was
that of the flagpole centrally located between the magazine and well. A grid
system composed of five foot squares was superimposed over that area suspected
of confaining the foundations of the powder magazine, Upon the completion of
the excavation the remains of a small, 20 by 20 feet, octagonal structure was
uncovered. The sides of the octagon measured eight and one-haif feet with the
footing trench measuring two and one-half feet in width. Small amounts of
debris consisting primarily of angular |imestone fragments wete uncovered on
the northern edge of the magazine. These |imestone fragments were all that
remained of the foundation.
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Excavations were resumed on the 15th day of September and centinued

through The 10th day of January, 1969. On the north side of +he parade ground
six structures were constructed during the first phase of the fort's operation.
These buildings Included the post headquarters and ordnance stores, four offi-
cers quarters, and the quartermasters stores. Three of these structures and
one-half of a fourth are still standing. The other two bulldings were torn down
and more recent houses were rebuilt over the old foundations. The officers
quarters were duplexes with a uniform size measuring 58 feet 6 inches by 37 feet.
Each had a basement above ground, a main floor of four rooms and +wo halls, a

ten foot wide veranda on both the front and back, and a half floor above with
dormer windows on the front and back.

: Excavations were first conducted on the fourth or last officers’ quarters
designated as house site four. The west one~half of this structure is stitl
standing; however, the east one~half of the bui tding was destroyed by fire in
1945, It was in the eastern one-half that the excavations were carried out.
Exccavations revealed three of the four limestone column supports for the south
veranda, a large percentage of the footings, two fireplace foundations, and
flagstone porch on the north side of the quarters. Off the northeast corner of
the house, was a cement lined cistern associated with the originat structure.

However, upon excavating the feature, it was found to contain only rubbish of a
more recent perijod.

. A second officers quarters, house site three, was the last officers quarters
fo be investigated during this past season. The structure had been demol!ished
sometime after the Civil war, and then a fwo story house was constructed over
the western one-half of the original foundation. In +his area, due to the more
recent structure having a full basement, no traces of the early foundation could
be found. Seven column supports for the south veranda were uncovered. Interior
footings for the two rooms were lacking in the eastern one-half of the structure.
The peripheral footings were found during the course of the excavation. A fiag-
stone veranda surrounded the house on the north and west sides.

The location of a third structure, the post headquarters and ordnance
stores, located on the northwest correr of the parade ground was also excavated.
A'recent house had been built over the original site of this building also. The
basement located beneath the house eradicated +he east footing of the original
structure, However, the north, south and west footings were found and uncovered.
These footings revealed a structure 56 feet in tength and 32 feet in width.

Secondary structures associated with an eniisted mens' barracks, house site

ix, were also excavated during the course of the season. A structure consisting

f two rooms was located behind the barracks. A stone lined latrine system was
und to the immediate north of the uncovered footings.

_ The last structure to be worked on during the first season was that of the
wspital which when restored will serve as the visitation center for the fort
omplex. Only the superstructure of the first and second story of the hospital

€ still intact. The pitched roof, two chimneys, and veranda have been removed.
orrugated sheet iron now covers the exterior of the hospitai building. Excava-
"lons in the hospital area revealed a flagstone veranda that extended out for
en feet and encircled the first floor of the hospital. The chimney foundations
ere also uncovered, Traces of brick were found in the areas of the chimneys.
\ small percentage of a flagstone sidewalk was located in the rear of +the hospi-

al, however, with the current demolition projects adjacent to the hospital no
ditional work was undertaken.
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Five additional buiiding sites located around the parade ground will be

excavated during the next phase of archeological work which will begin as soon
as the more recent structures have been removed. Also, the quartermaster
stables situated to northeast of the fort grounds will also be investigated.

Kansas State Historical Socliety

Topeka, Kansas

BOOKS

hae Lost Americans

By Frank C. Hibben (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, Co., 1968. {1 lustrations,
Index., xi, 187 pp. $5.95).

_ The Lost Americans was originally published in 1946 and dealt with the
"Pre~indian" hunters during the Early Man period in the new worid. The cur-
renf pubiication is a revised and updated version of the original text. He
presents discussions of various archeological complexes in which Sandia, Clovia
Folsom and other Early Man dart-projectile points were found. Theories as to
he cuitures of these people as well as their identity makes up the summary.
Frank Hibben Is the director of the Museum of Anthropology at the University

of New Mexico. The book is written for the general reader and does bring to-
gether a great amount of information concerning Early Man into a single book.

The Mysterious Grain

By Mary Elting and Michael Folsom (New York: M., Evans and Co., Inc.,
1967. Bibliography, iilustrations, Index, 118 pp. $4.50).

A book in which the origin of corn is presented for the nonspecialist and
and apparently at the teenage level. Both biological, archeclogical and ethno-
logicat information Is reviewed as part of the story. The book is well illus-
trated with plant drawings, diagrams and sketches. The writers have special-

ized in juvenile and teenage books and this work would probably fall into the
atter category.

By Roger T. Grange, Jr. (Nebraska State Historical Society, Publications
in Anthropology, Number Three, 1968. Bibliography, lilustrations, xii, 235
pp.}.

Roger Grange presents the results of his findings concerning the study of

ottery specimens from lLower Loup Focus sites and historic Pawnee Indian vil-

lage sites. Over 50,000 pot sherds from some 41 sites and components were

Utilized in his comparisons to establish a sequence of sites for the historic
wnee bands:with the protohistoric Lower Loup components. This is a very sig-

nificant work and it makes an important contribution to our understanding of
lains archeology.

The publication may be ordered from the Nebraska State Historical Society,
1500 R. Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508,




INFORMATION FOR K.A.A. MEMBERSHIP

The objects and purposes of this association are: +to unite individuals
who are interested in the Indian history and prehistory of the State of Kan-
sas; preservation and display of Indian remains within the State; the scien-
tific study, Tnvestigation and interpretation of archeological remains and
ethnological materials; the publication and distribution of Information con-
cerning Kansas archaeoclogy and ethnology; the development and promotion of
greater public interest and appreciation for the cultural heritage of the
State.

Types of memberships and dues:

Active $5.00 Contributing $10.00
Student $3.00 Life $100.00
institutional  $7.00 '

: Application for membership and dues should be addressed to the Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Kansas Anthropoliogical Association as the address
‘appears on the title page of the Newsletter. A membership year begins on
September ist and annual dues are payable at that time.

PUBLICATIONS i
Members will receive the Newsletter nine times a year. Printed from
September To May the Newsletter contains reports of archaeclogical and
ethnological work in the state as well as activities of the K.A.A. members.
All members and interested individuals, professional or amateur, are invited
to submit material to the K.A.A. editor for use in the Newsletter. Five
reprints will be provided free to the author for each article accepted.
‘Additional reprints or reprints of back numbers, if available, may be ordered
rom the Secretary-Treasurer.

Prices are 35 cents each for issues from Volume 1 -~ 12, Fifty cents
each for issues from Volume 13 on.

The Association also publishes bulletins on specific subjects as the
aterial becomes availabie. Currentily in print is Builetin No, 1, Coal

0i |~Canyon, by Peter W. Bowman, $2.25. Bulletins may be ordered from the
ditor,

MEET INGS

Association meeTings are held one or two times a year. The 1969 Spring

meeting will be held in Hays, April 19, 1969 at the Memorial Union, Fort Hays
ot tege campus.




1ar] Monger, President
7West 12th Sirest
od, Kansas 67550

Box 41

Hays, Kansas 67601
ozeene Liyon, First Vice-President
fWillow

j; Kansas 67601

Mr. Thomas Witty, Editor

. 10th and Jackson Street
ahard Carmicheal Tomekn, Komsan 88612
638

eén City, Kansas 67846

&

NEWSLETTER

Volume 14, Number 7 March, 1969

THE POTLATCH SITE, BRITISH COLUMBIA

A PRELIMINARY REPORT

by
Roscoe Wilmeth!

Infroduction

In central interior British Columbla, approximately 200 miles west of
Illiams Lake, Is Anahim lLake. An expansion of the Dean River, the lake consists
a larger northern section and a smaller southern one, the two being separated
Y & narrow channel. The Potlatch site (FcS5i-201) is located on the south shore
the lesser of the two lakes. Excavations were undertaken here during the

riod from June 24 to August 27, 1968.

The definition of the area investigated as a site is arbitrary, since de-
essions representing house structures are almost continuous along the lake
hore, usually at some distance from each other. For convenlience, The three
ructures excavated, and two other depressions not Investigated, are included
within FeS1-201. The site name was chosen because of local Indian tradition

hat one of the houses, a large rectangular structure, was used for holding
potlatch ceremonlies,

This site, together with a number of others at Anahim Lake, was reported

n 1966 by Thomas Squinas to Clark Davis, Ethnology Division, Natlonal Museum

of Man. Mr., Squinas was worﬁ%ng with Davis as an informant on the Carrier langu-
* At Davis' suggestion, the writer made a brief +rip to the area in the

ummer of 1967, at which time Fc51~201 was recorded. Since local tradition,

Cked by historic documentation, indicated that the slte was attributable to +the

Oscoe Wilmeth was the former archeologist with the Kansas State Historical

SOcieTy. He is now the Prairie Archeologist, Archeology Division, National
Mgseum of Man, Canada.

Mr. John E. Rhine, Seeretary-Treasurer

Kansas State Historieal Society
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historic Chilcotin, the fleld work of 1968 was planned as part of a broader pro-
~gram in Canadian Athabaskan prehistory. During the 1968 season, the greater part
of the large rectangular structure was uncovered, while two clrcular semi-~subter-
. ranean houses were completely excavated.

Thanks are due fo many members of the Anahim Lake community, who alded the
. success of the project in a variety of ways. These include especially Mr. and
Mrs. Bob Smith, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Christensen, Mr. and Mrs. Darcy Christensen,
“Mr. and Mrs. Eart Mcliroy, Mr. and Mrs. Witliam Clark, and Mrs. "Swede" Gano.

- Additional Information on historic Chilcotin and Carrier sites was provided by
- Mr. Thoams Squinas and Mr. Tom Baptiste. The flield crew, in addition to the
‘writer, included John Noury, Nanaimo, and Ben Wilmeth, Ottawa.

Environment

The Dean River in the vicinity of Anahlm Lake fiows slightly west of north
~in a broad valley, at an elevation of about 3500 feet.. The valley rises gently
~to the Coast Range on the west and the llgachuz and Itcha ranges to the northeast,
The country adjacent to the river alternates between areas of forest and of open
marshy meadows. Tree cover consists largely of lodgepole pine (locally called
“Jackpine), interspersed with aspen. Occasional Alpine fir occurs. Creeping
~juniper and kinnick are prominent In the ground cover of the forest.

: Although the moose Is the major game animal of the Anahim Lake vicinity
~today, this was not frue In aboriginal times. Local tradition, as well as
documentary evidence, indicate that moose became common during the period between
~about 1900 and 1920, apparently moving into the area from the north. This move-
‘ment was correlated with the disappearance locally of the woodland caribou, now
“restricted to the Rainbow and |tcha mountains. Other large animails of the region
~included mule deer, mountain goat, black bear, grizzly bear, and wolf. Smaller
fur-bearing animals were also Important. Vast quant!ties of beaver were noted

by H. S. Palmer of the Roayl Engineers, who travelled through this district In
-1862. In addition to mammals, a variety of ducks and other water fow! and land

game birds were available as food resources, while the lake provided ftrout, squaw
fish, and other fish.

History

_ The history of exploration of the Anahim Lake region is at present poorly
known, although it Is hoped that additional information will be found in +the
records of the Hudson's Bay Company and in missionary archives. Although Spanish,
Russian, and English ships were visiting the Northwest Coast by the middle of

he 18+th Century, no penetration of the interlor by this route was made. Ouring
this period, Anahim Lake was within the territory of the Chilcotin indians,
Specifically of one of four major subdivisions. The flrst European trade goods
reached thls community from the west through the medium of +he Bella Coola,

tho were In direct contact with the ships visiting the coast. Native tradition
efers to hostilities at that time between the Chilcotin and their neighbors fo
he north and northeast, the Carrier, whose village of Chinlac near the junction
f the Stuart and Nechako Rivers was destroyed in 1745.

The first white man on record to penetrate the general area was Alexander
MacKenzie, who in 1793 travelled up the West Road River and across to Bella
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Cocla. His route crossed the Dean River a good many mlies north of Anahim Lake.
Northwest Company posts were established in the area to the northeast, beginning
with Fort McLeod in 1805, but there is no record of fur traders from these posts
actually visiting Anahim. Fort Alexandria, on +he Fraser River below Quesne! was
founded in 1821, and somewhat fater Fort Chilcotin a little above the mouth of
the Chilco, and another post near the head of the Blackwater River at Kluskus.
Both of the latter were closer to our area than the previous ones, but operated
for a short time only. By this time, European goods were reaching the Chiicotin
via the Carrlier and Shuswap, In addition to the older Bella Coola route, Hos-
tilltles between the Chilcotin and Carrier apparently ceased about 1828. Gold
hunters came to the mouth of the Chilcotin In 1859, but this was the western |imi+
of prospecting activity.

An exploration party of 1862 appears to be the first on record to actually
- approach the vicinity of Anahim Lake. This expedition, led by Lt. H. S. Paimer
of the Royal Engineers, travelled from Bella Coola to Fort Alexandria. The
route followed led up the Bella Coola, Atnarko, and Hofnarko Rivers, and +hen
across country to Nimpo and Puntzl lakes. The remainder of the journey fo!lowed
the Chilcotin River to the Fraser.

There are two Important aspects of this trip. One is the visit of Palmer's
party to a village he calis "Sussotah™, which from his map can readily be identi-
fied as Tse Sedaa, today locally known as Fish Trap, where Highway 20 crosses the
Dean Rlver; the village was occupled at that +ime. Secondly, he mentions an
alternative northern route which left the maln one at the Precipice and passed
through the Nacoontioon district o the Alexis Lakes. Nacoontloon (Nakwunt!'un)
Is the native name for Anahim Lake and its Indian communtiy, Further, Paimer

notes that white men had used this northern route, suggesting penetration of the
vicinity prlor to 1862.

In the same year as Palmer's vislt, the route from Bella Coola to Anahim
Lake, which had previously supplied Europsan trade goods, was the source of a
less-welcome Introduction, small-pox, which was responsible for the death of
about one third of the Chlicotin. Shortly thereafter came the series of skir-
mishes known as the "Chilcotin War", the causes of which are obscure. Friction
with the members of Waddington's party engaged In the construction of a road from
Bute ynleT up the Homathco valley seems to be Involved, although Waddington him-
self believed that Palmer's expedition had aroused resentment and antagonism
among the natlves. It is also possible that the white man was held responsible
for the smalli-pox epidemic. None of the fighting took place closer +o Anahim
Lake than Fish Trap (Palmer's Sussotah), and the Chllcotin chief of Anahim was
apparently not directly involved. It was about +he +ime of these events that
the Anahim Lake community was abandoned and a move made east to Alexis Creek.

Subsequent to thls abandonment, Carrier Indians from the north drifted into
the area, where a reserve ls now located, and white settiers moved In. Part of

the latter movement came from a Norweglan colony established at Bella Coola in
1894,

Previous Work

Previous work in this area has been very |imited. Harlan . Smith, National
Museum of Canada, was In the Bella Coola valley in 1920 and 1921, but did not
Come up to the plateau, although he acquired artifacts from the Interior and was
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~and Immediately below the sod, with ash concentrations, fire-cracked rock, arti~
. facts, and a number of floor features.

been set in the base of the french, spaced from 20 to 150 cm. apart. Between

of horizontals, appears to represent the doorway.

.

informed of the Potlatch site by Bella Coola residents. T. F. Mcliwraith, aiso

~of The National Museum, carried out aethnographic work at Bella Coola during 1923

and 1924. From 1950 to 1952, C. E. Borden, University of British Columbia, sur-
veyed between the Coast Range and the junction of the Nechako and Stuart Rivers,
and conducted excavations at Natalkuz Lake and at the historic Carrier village
of Chinlac. A year later, Douglas Leechman of the National Museum made a small
archaeologlcal collection at Alexis Creek, 110 miles east of Anahim. The only
other work in the area prior to this year's activity was a survey by D. H.
Mitchell, Provincial Museum of British Columbia, in 1964. This work was fol lowed
up by Mitchel!l with excavation and additionat survey during 1968.

1968 Field Season

Potlatch House

The first of the three structures excavated, designated Potlatch House, was
located on a relatively level ridge overiooking the lake. I+s existence was in-
dicated by the presence of shallow trenches forming a rectangular pattern.
Approximately half of the floor was uncovered, and a |ittle over half of the
trenches on the northwest and northeast sldes were cleared to determine the
method of wall construction. Excavation revealed a bullding measuring 13 by 10
meters. An unqrepared floor consisted of a thin sandy layer overlying gravel

AT the edge of the floor on each side was a trench 60 to 70 cm. In depth,
with a wall nearly vertical on the Interior, but sloping at the exterior, so
that the trench was broader at the top than at the bottom. Upright posts had

these posts and the Interior trench wall were the remains of horlzontal logs

lald up to form the walls of the building. Aithough the wood was in very poor
condition, there was some evidence that the horizontals were planks rather than
logs. As there was no Indication of posts on the interior of the house at the
wall, it Is uncertain how the horizontals above the top of the trench were laid

in place. At the bottom of the trench, large cobbles were packed against the
base of the wall structure.

AT the junction of the northwest and northeas+t trenches, a post much larger
than the others was found, measuring 12 fo 13 cm. In diameter and extending about
20 or 30 cm. below the base of the trench. An area between fwo uprights near
the center of the northeas+ wall, about 70 cm. wide, where there Is no Indication

in the Interior of the house, near its center, were the remains of an upright
post 24 cm. In diameter, resting on a foundation of cobbles and extending To &6
cm. below the floor level. |t seems likely that this provided support for a
main beam running the length of the house. Unfortunately, no evidence of roofing

was found, although masses of badly decayed bark were present on one area of the
floor,

The major features within the house were two fire places sltuated paral tel
fo the long axis but slightly southeast of the center line. These measured 1.67

by 1.21 meters and 1.82 by 1.06 meters respectively, and extended down into the
gravel layer. Associated with one fire place was a stralght-sided pit with
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rounded bottom, containing bone and other burned material. Clusters of burned
‘rock and a few possible post molds also occured in this 'area.

Several exterior features appeared to be associated with Potlatch House.

.To the northwest, in a line paratlel to that wal! of the house and about 3 or 4
‘meters away from it, were two low mounds, one on each side of the entrance. One
of these, measuring 2.9 by 3.3 meters and 20 em. deep was excavated and found to
-consist entirely of burned debris, presumeably from the fire places, as there
-was no indication of burning in situ. Burned rock and a small amount of chipping
~detritus were present. A smali pit about 27 meters southwest of Potlatch House
~was also cleared. Although definitely man-made, the pit yielded no material and
its connection with Potlatch House is uncertain.

Artifact material recovered from Potlatch House was targely of European
‘origln, although aboriginal material was present also. None of these objects has
“yet been studied In detall, but they can be listed. European artifacts Included
‘an lron projectile point tip, square nalis, small natls or tacks, a screw, a
gimlet, the frizzen of a flint-lock musket, fragments of an octagonal pistol
-barrel, a possible trigger guard, a bei+ buckle, a lead ball of about 5 mm. cal-
‘iber, lead cylinders (for making bail?}, a copper cone or tinkler, clay pipe
‘stems and one bowl fragment, a rim fragment of blue and white chinaware, a blue
‘glass seed bead, and several faceted blue glass beads.

Items of native manufacture were a dentalium bead, an obsidian gunf!int,
_slde scrapers of basalt, a basalt knife, a small triangular side-notched point
‘and the base of a larger stemmed point with 1ndented base, a hammerstone, and
surprisingly, several obsidian microblades.

In addition to the above, scraps of metal, pieces of glass, obsidian fiakes,
clam shell, small rolls of birch bark, and a fair amount of animal bone were
found. Some of the material came from the wall trenches and must have been
“deposited there when the house was belng constructed. Both large and smal! game
was represented by bone fragments, but these have not yet been studied.

Tshandu House

Before excavation, Tshandu House was a circular pit located at the bottom

of a wide ravine about 80 meters NNW of Potlatch House and 9 meters below it,
ractically on the lake shore. A hard-packed floor was encountered about 80 cm.

below datum, and measuring 4.5 meters in diameter. At the edge of the pit, the

loor sloped up steeply to a broad bench about 30.5 cm. high and extending for
.5 meters to the outer edge of the house.

Support for the superstructure was provided by four central posts forming a
Square around the fireplace. Although no trace of wood from the roof remained,
It is probable that these four posts were connected at the top by beams, and that
long rafters ran from these to the surface at the edge of the house, which was

arked by a ring of cobbles. No Indication of a doorway was found and apparently
ntrance was made through the roof.

The central fire place, located directly on the floor, measured 1.5 by 1.2
meters. Another interior feature was a large cache pit, measuring 1.6 by 1 meter
and 42 cm. deep, located at the foot of the bench on the north side. This pit
lelded bone refuse including three smail mammal skulls, a few bone tools, and
Some lumps of salmon-colored organic material not yet identified.
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Clearing of the surface immediately west of Tshandu revealed an exterior
‘working area with fwo fire places and a considerable amount of chipping detritus.

In contrast to Potlatch House, artifacts from Tshandu were almost entirely
~aboriginal. These included small triangualr side-notched points, small slender
contracting stemmed points, end scrapers, a variety of side scrapers, a triangu-
lar knife, and a microblade, (these chipped tools were generally of obsidian); a
-ground and polished chisel or adze and a ground stone maul; bone awls, unilater-
ally barbed bone or antler points, a bone spatula, and a sectlon of cut caribou
antler. The only European items were a copper ring and fragments of a copper
‘bracelet. Animal bone and chipping debris were abundant.

Spalyan Bat'o House

: The thlrd house excavated was located farther up the ravine about 73 meters
from Tshandu. Although obviousty built in the same pattern as Tshandu, this
structure was much less ciear. The floor, 70 to 80 cm. below the surrounding
~surface, was sandy and extremely difficult to +trace, and its juncture with the
_foot of the bench was rarely determinable with any degree of accuracy. The low
ridge surrounding the house indicated a diameter of 3.5 meters.

Three of the four center posts were recognizable, although only two of these
distinct enough t0 be measurable. No encircling ring of cobbles, like that in
Tshandu, was encountered, and there were no interior features except for a trace

of fire place 64 by 36.5 cm. Lack of Time prevented stripping the area surround-
ing the house.

Artifacts were extremely sparse, consisting of several side scrapers and a
copper button, although chipping detritus and especially mammal bone were abundant.

Discussion

It is difficult to make comparisons at this preliminary stage of the analy-
sis, but a few parallels can be pointed out. Ethnographic data on house types
of the Carrler and Chilcotin are provided by Morice (1895) and Teit (1909).
Morice describes a structure siml!lar o Potlatch House, used as a ceremonial
lodge and home of the nobility among the Carrier. The construction differs,
however, for Morice shows two maln roof beams resting on large uprights placed
at some distance fo either side of the entrance. His diagram shows the corner
posts located inslde the wall structure rather than outside. These corner posts
rested on horizontally ptaced beams which provided a base for the wall, a feature
absent at Potlatch House. The beams rested on the ground surface rather than

In a trench. Morice's house had a single fire place, centrally located.

Morice also described a winter house used by the Lower Carrier and Chilcotin,
which resembies Tshandu and Spalyan Bat'o in general, but differs in speciflc
etails. The four center posts were lacking, being replaced by four sloping

beams butted outside the pit and running up toward the center of the house,

where they were interlocked with a roughly square wooden frame forming the en-
trance and smoke hole. These beams were braced by smaller ones on each side,

and occasionally given additional support by posts set Inside the house. The
bench i{tustrated is not as broad as that found in Tshandu.
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Teit does not supply details of consiruction, but he regards the subter-
ranean house as rare among the Chilcotin and used by the eastern bands only.
The square structure represented by Potlatch House he considers to be the major
form, and notes the use of planks rather than logs in the Anahim area. The
actual situation found around Anahim Lake Is the reverse of that suggested by
Telt, who, it should be noted, did not come that far west.

From Borden's excavations, we have comparative archaecloglcal data from the
Carrier area (Borden, 1952). At Chinlac, the Carrier village mentioned above as
having been destroyed by the Chilcotin, the large rectangular house prevailed.

A single roof beam was supported by large uprights at elther end and two smaller
nterior posts. Small posts were set at irregular intervals along the walls, as
‘in Potliatch House, but +here is no mention of a trench. A bed of ash extended
nearly the whole length of the bullding along the center line, where six hearths
in Three palrs were located. The use of muitiple fire places Is a closer paratlel
with Potlatch House than the one described by Morice.

A house excavated at Natalkuz Lake was clrcular and semisubterranean. The
structure of the roof supports, with four main rafters, is like that described
by Morice; the additional braces were also present. On the other hand, there was

a broad bench surrounding the pit, as at Tshandu. Two hearths, rather than one,
were uncovered.

: Onty a few comments on artifacts can be made at this time. The small side-
notched points found in Potlatch House and Tshandu were also reported at Chinlac
and occur farther south in the British Columbia Plateau in the Late Period
{(Sanger, 1967)., These are very similar to points of the Late Prehistoric in the
Plains area, and contacts between the Plateau and the area east of the Rockies
are thus apparent. The smaller stemmed polnts occurred at Chinlac, but their
distribution elsewhere remains to be traced.

: End scrapers from the Potiatch site and Chinlac also share gross similar-
Ities. Some of the more unusual end scrapers from Potlatch are similar to those
rom Athabaskan sites much farther north in the Yukon, and concelvably may
represent an Athabaskan type. Knives and side scrapers appear fo resembie those
from Chinlac, but do not seem to be diagnostic.

The presence of microblades in Potlatch House and Tshandu requlres explana-
tion, slnce present evidence indlcates microblades were not made In the Plateau
of British Columbia later t+han the beginning of the Christian era (Sanger, 1968).
Since there is no question about the date of Potlatch House, It is highly prob-
ble that the house was constructed on a much earlier site. The extremely thin
top soil has resulted In a mixture of material, but hopefully this can be sorted
out with the ald of further testing. The fragment of a large stemmed point

With concave base and basal thinning, which closely resembles those from the
tower Middie Period farther south, is probably assoclated with the microblades.

Summary and Tentative Conciuslions

_ The evidence indlicates that all three structures excavated were occupied
during the historic period. From the documentary data examined, it is clear
that they can be ascribed to the Nakwuntl'un Chilcotin community. The striking

differences In the proportion of European material between Potiatch House and
The two clrcular structures demonstrates that the former was occupied at a
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[Ighty later date. Native tradition, incldentally, associates Potlatch House
with the chief Anaheim, mentioned above in connection with the Chilcotin War.
He is said to have led the community when it moved east to Its present location.

- Although Morice describes the circular lodges as winter houses, their loca-
tion close to the lake not far from an old fish trap and the presence of an ex-
terlor working area with fire places indlcates that the Chilcotin staved In this

vicinity throughout the vyear. Sites of possible structures for summer habita-
+ion were not found .

The similarities and differences between Potlatch and Chinlac are about what
ight be expected between two Independent but closely related groups. The greater
use of obsidian at Potlatch doubtless reflects 1+s closer proximlty to the sources
at Anahim Peak. Potlatch House yielded far more trade goods than Chinlac, pos-
sibly due to a difference in age. Chinlac was traditionally destroyed in 1745,
although Borden thinks i+ may have survived until the end of +he century., Potlatch
House, on the other hand, was probably In use until about 1860. The relative ages
of Chinlac and our circular houses are at present undetermined.

The circular structure at Natalkuz lLake presents a special problem. fts
construction is enough |ike that of Tshandu and Spalyan Bat'o, as well as Morice's
description of the Carrier winter house, to suggest it belongs to the same gen-
eral complex. Borden, however, regards the Carrier artifacts recoversd as an
overlay, the house itsalf being associated with an artifact assemb fage contalning
microblades, large leafshaped and expanding stemmed points, ovoid knives, and

large blades. He therefore conctudes that the house predates the Carrier in-
trusion into the area.

The projectile points and microblades do in fact resemble the stemmed point
and microblades from Potlatch and seem assignable to Sanger's Lower Middle Period.
Charred plinecones from the bottom of one of the hearths gave a date of 2415 * 160,
or 465 B.C. (S-4; Saskatchewan 1, p. 34), which falls in Sanger's Upper Middle

. Period, also characterized by the presence of microblades. However, semi-subter-
ranean houses cannot be demonstrated with certainty at this time level. In view
of the close similarity of the Natalkuz Lake house to the historic Carrier variety
‘and fo those from Potlatch, it seems possible that the same situation exists at
both sites, that historic Athabaskan structures have intruded intc an earlier
-component characterized by microblades.

Further excavation at Potlatch site is planned for the summer of 1969, and
ther sites in the area will also be tested. A sample of obsidian was col lected
rom the gravels of the Dean River opposite Anahim Peak (now belng analysed at
‘The University of Michigan) and # Is hopad to obtain a sample from Anahlm Peak

tself. Hydration studies of obsidian artifacts may ald in resolving the problems
of chronciogy.

Nationai Museum of Man
Ottawa, Canada
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INFORMATION FOR K.A.A. MEMBERSHIP

The objects and purposes of this association are: +to unite individuals
who are interested in the Indian history and prehistory of the State of Kan-
sas; preservation and display of Indian remains within the State; the scien-
Tific study, investigation and interpretation of archeological remains and
ethnological materials; the publication and distribution of information con-
cerning Kansas archaeology and ethnology; the development and promotion of
greater public inferest and appreciation for the cuttural heritage of the
State,

Types of memberships and dues:

Active $5.00 Contributing $10.00
Student $3.00 Life $100.00
Institutional $7.00

Application for membership and dues should be addressed to the Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Kansas Anthropological Association as the address
appears on the title page of the Newsletter. A membership year begins on
September 1st and annual dues are payable at that time.

PUBL{CATIONS

Members will receive the Newsletter nine times a year. Printed from
September to May the Newsletter contains reports of archaeological and
ethnological work in the state as well as activities of the K.A.A. members.
All members and interested individuals, professional or amateur, are Invited
to submit material to the K.A.A. editor for use in the Newsletter. Five
reprints witl be provided free to the author for each article accepted.

Additional reprints or reprints of back numbers, if available, may be ordered
from the Secretary-Treasurer.

Prices are 35 cents each for issues from Volume | - 12, Fifty cents
each for issues from Volume 13 on.

The Association also publishes bulletins on specific subjects as the
material becomes available. Currently in print is Bulletin No. 1, Coal
Qi I-Canyon, by Peter W. Bowman, $2.25. Bulletins may be ordered from the
editor.

MEETINGS

Association meetings are held one or two times a year. The 1969 Spring
meeting will be held in Hays, April 19, 1969 at the Memorial Union, Fort Hays
Coilege campus.




